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Eighteen months on and the covid scourge lingers on. We have to suffer lockdowns,
curfews, social distancing, masks, no hugs and kisses and goodness knows what else, but life
goes on. To any of you that have been affected by the virus, our thoughts are with you.
The MGCC continues in an attenuated form, so at least we can greet each other (from a
distance) and socialise. It is becoming difficult to remember life before covid !
August’s noggin was on the 4th and there was a good attendance. With the present curfew
the bar closed at 8.00pm so the fire was ready for the braai at 6.00pm. This also applies to
the September noggin on the 1st, so see you there. At about 7.00pm a representative from
the company “Ledz” will be giving a short presentation on LED lighting, which I am sure will
be of interest, especially if you are considering converting your car’s lighting system.
The only other event so far in August was a mid – week run to the Sacremento Restaurant in
Schoonies for lunch. And a very pleasant day it was too. To our readers from other centres
who are attending the Indaba, we are having a drive there for tea after the concours event.

On the subject of the Indaba, the August newsletter has been circulated to all entrants. The
committee is trying to make the event as varied and entertaining as possible. To that end
we included in the newsletter a suggested list of activities that entrants could do on the
Saturday. They vary in content and price and please let us have your feedback so we can
narrow them down. Entries for the Indaba are still open and an application form is attached
to your email. We have had 70 cars entered so far, which is so promising considering the
covid situation.
June of this year was the
60th birthday of the MG
Midget.
I had one of those but I
sold it. The car, not the
girl. How often have you
heard that story !

Thanks go to the
contributors of the next
two articles.
Deon Rousseau has given
an outline of the history
of the MGA, which to
many is the most
aesthetic post war MG
produced.
Rodney Idris continues his
series on tyre
maintenance.

THE INCREDIBLE MGA
One of Abingdon’s’ greatest post war successes were
the development of the MGA sports cars. The series
started in 1955 with the MGA 1500 (1955-59), the
MGA 1600 (1955-59) and the MGA 1600 MK2 (196162). The MGA’s fine aero-dynamic body evolved
directly from the EX175 experimental car. When the
new MG made its first appearance at the Frankfurt
Motor Show in 1955 it was hailed as a thoroughly new
breed of sports car with its smooth aerodynamic lines
and beautiful shape.
Prior to its public announcement motoring journalists
had already driven the MGA. The Autocar were
impressed by the performance and recorded a best
running time to 60mph (97kph) of 15.6 seconds (with a
full load) and a top speed of 99mph (159kph). There
were of course also critical aspects recorded by The
Motor such as the low second gear as well as
inaccurate markings on the speedometer and
tachometer dials, all of which were later attended to.
Overall, the dashboard layout on any MGA was very
pleasing and the radiator grille blended beautifully with
the curvaceous body.

The MGA 1500 (1489cc) produced a power output of
72bhp. which was very good at the present time. The
MGA 1600 which followed (1588cc) had a power
output of 79bhp and the Mark II (1622cc), a power
output of 90 bhp. The Mark II could reach a top speed
of 103mph(166kph). In 1959 disk brakes were fitted to
the cars. The MGA had tremendous appeal to the
general public. The comfortable leather -covered seats,
sets low in the cockpit, large steering wheel and wellplaced gear lever heightened the sense of occasion
when entering the car. Driving, roadholding and
handling on dirt roads and sharp corners was suburb.
The car was a pleasure to drive-in all-weather
conditions. So popular was the cars that Abingdon did
not even worry about sales figures as they couldn’t
keep up with the demand. By 1956 13,410 MGA’s were
assembled and the annual total rose to 20,571 in 1957.
Unfortunately, the high-performance Twin Cam MGA’s,
also with 1588cc engines was not as popular. They
were discontinued in 1960.after only 2111 were built.
The Twin Cam claimed a top speed of 120mph
(193kph). It was however regarded as a
disappointment due to their many engine failures

caused by pre-ignition when using fuel of too low an
octane rating.
Overall, the MGA’s could be regarded as incredible cars
for its time. They were utterly reliable and could cruise
at high speeds over long distances. It is told that during
the late 1950’s two young couples from Port Elizabeth
were travelling in their MGA’s on holiday to the
Victoria Falls in Rhodesia. At the border post in Beit
Bridge one of the girlfriends discovered that she had
left her passport at home. While the rest of the party
waited at the border post, the other couple raced back
to PE at 100mph. to collect the missing passport. The
return journey (there and back) took less than 24 hours
after which the happy couples could continue their
journey!!!

Tyre Pressure Maintenance

The pressures in your tyres on your vehicle should only be corrected to those recommended by the
vehicle manufacturer when they are COLD. Cold means first thing in the morning and with the
vehicle having travelled less then 1,5km after start up at town speeds.

I think, to most of us, this has got to be one of the most inconvenient times to check and correct tyre
pressures.

After-all, we are normally running late, or want to get into the office early, or have a need to miss
the traffic.

A lot of us are also loyal to the local service station, so find it more convenient to fill up with fuel and
have our mini service on the garage forecourt on the way home. The problem here is that the tyres
are Hot. The tyre pressures may well have built up by more than 20%, and you will have no way of
knowing at what pressure the tyre started. The greatest danger, and we see it often, is that these
Hot tyre pressures are reduced to the drivers recommended pressure, which may be 200kPa, or 2
Bar.

If the tyres are hot, my suggestion is that you inflate them to 80kPa above the recommended
pressure and, then, the following morning, while the tyres are still cold, correct the pressures to the
vehicle manufacturers recommended pressures using your own tyre pressure gauge.

Tyre Pressure gauges can be obtained from motor spare shops and many tyre outlets, and are well
worth the investment. A good one will last you a life time.

They also make a wonderful birthday gift, and would be a very useful piece of equipment to enhance
road safety, if given at the time young people get their drivers licences.

Rodney Idris
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Service Providers
Service Provider and Address
Ace Auto Electrical 3 Todd St
North End P E
Bearing Man 320 Kempston Road
Holland Park P E
Cableman, 303 Kempston Rd
Sidwell PE

Telephone
0414842640

Email/Website

Type of Service
Good diagnostics
(Paul Allen)

cablemanpe@
telkomsa.net

Cables for speedos rev
counters and
Accelerator
Brake & Clutch
Hydraulic Components

Cape Parts Distributors 11
Paterson Rd North End PE

0414871471

Chromeworks,(Peter Rist), 6A
Sidwell Avenue Sidwell
D N Atomotive, 25 King Edward
Street Newton Park PE

0414841533
0828558628
0413641017

chromeworkspe@
yahoo.com
dnauto@lantic.net

Chroming (PETSCC Member

East Cape Clutch and Brake

17 Rundle Street Sidwell

0414511669

East Cape Mountings, 39 Rundlell
St Sidwell PE
Edwards (John), 20 Murrel Cresc.
Framesby PE
Etching Foundry, 1A Reith St
Sidwell PE

0414515968

0414532573

etchingfoundry@
mweb.co.za
www.etchingfoundry.co.za

Generator House, 5 Goldsmith St
North End PE

0414845867

www.theauto.co.za/

Guscott’s Engine Rebuilders 55
Kempston Road Sidwell.

0413747300

Holden- Jones (Russell), MGCC
Member
Industrial Rubber, 15 Richard
Street sidwell
Lokhose, (A & A Murphy), - MGCC
Members, 18 Sutton Rd Sidwell
PE
Motor Mod
Nel’s Motor Trimmers, 21
Hancock Street N End
P E Hydraulics, 46 Sidwell Ave. ,
Sidwell P E
Powerflow, Frank Street Newton
Park P E
Pro Seals and Bearings, 2
Commercial Centre
Commercial Rd PE
Pro Tek Heads, 6 Hammond Street
Sidwell
Ronnie Reed Clutch
The Sports Car Centre, 11
Westmeath Rd
Parkview Jo’brg
Tyler (George) 17 Gonubie St.
Sherwood
Wheeltech, 31 Fettes Road N End
PE

0832566927

Wurth, 31 Uitenhage Road P E

0413657308

peshop@wurth.co.za

fasteners etc

Pop’s Auto Shop
Graeme Reid Club Member

0829012442
041 0040349

www.popsauto.co.za

Vehicle Repair and
Maitenance

0414537330
0414536007

0724444398

generator-house

0414534437/0837491876

russellholdenjones@gmail
.com
peindrubber@telkomsa.net

0414532974
0825683605

Service and repairs on
modern MG’s(F & TF)Also
Electronic diagnosis
clutch and brake
components fitment
Re- manufacture of engine
mountings
Retired autoelectrician
Experience with classics
Metal Badges

Aubrey
Autoelectrical Repairs
Specific engineering work on
engines of classic cars by Jeff
Guscott
Water pump and other
components repair
wide selection of rubber
profiles
Hydraulics & Pneumatics

041484222

Fettes Road N End P E
nelsmotorspe@gmail.com

Mechanical Modifications
Upholsterer (MGCC Member)

041451 4332

rakesh@pehydraulics.co.za

0413655855

newtonpark@powerflowexhausts.com

0414534678

sales@proseals.co.za

Hydraulics components
LOKHOSE CANNOT SUPPLY
Stainless steel exhausts and
repairs
Good selection of seals &
Bearings
Take sample
aluminium welding ie.
Thermostat housing
brake and clutch
MG Parts
Alan & Denise

0414539765
75 Haupt Street Sidwell
0116461631
0114860021

041 4532227
sportscar@mweb.co.za

0829617601

Upholsterer

0413733052

bushes etc

