
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



King of the Road 

July 2021 

 

 The dreaded virus has struck again, this time in a Delta form, which is more virulent than its 

predecessors. We have therefore been moved into a severer lockdown causing the 

cancellation of our July noggin on the seventh and any other event we may have held in 

July. Whether we have a mid-week run is yet to be seen. If it does occur, notifications via 

email and SMS will be issued. 

By now we all know that the Centre is based in a place called Gqeberha, which is difficult for 

an Englishman as myself to pronounce. Anyway MG Car Club Gqeberha Centre doesn’t roll 

off the tongue as it should, so perhaps we should stick to “PE” for now. Bob Dylan once sang 

“The Times They Are a-Changin” and so they are. I went to the bank to renew my credit card 

recently and was shown into an empty cubicle only occupied by a large computer monitor. 

Up popped a smiling  face on the screen . “Where are you ? “ I asked. “Johannesburg” was 

the reply.  Welcome to our virtual world. However there is nothing virtual about covid, so 

keep safe out there. 

Plans for the National Indaba are moving along and the 

committee is endeavouring to provide an entertaining weekend.  

The response from the MG centres across the country has been 

amazing from whom we have received 60 entries, but from Port 

Elizabeth, a little disappointing. For our local members, this is 

such an opportunity not only to meet and see MG’s and their 

owners from all over the country, but to be wined and dined in 

royal style as well. 

So please complete the entry forms attached to the newsletter 

and email them to  indaba@mgccpe.co.za 

Featured in the following pages is an article on tyres forwarded to us from Rodney Idris. This is the 

first of a series written by Rodney and many thanks to him. We will feature them in the coming 

months. 

Also featured is the MGB variant, the Sebring. This to be followed next month by one on the Costello 

and the V8. If anyone out there has any articles, photos or comments on these three models, please 

forward them to the editor afroom@netactive.co.za. and they will be published. 

 

mailto:afroom@netactive.co.za


June Events 

June kicked off with our postponed AGM from March. We had the pleasure of welcoming 

new members Garnett and Marlene Cantor, Deon and Karen Haasbroek and Chris Hanekom. 

Our treasurer, Rodger Webb gave a comprehensive summary of our finances which, 

fortunately are in good shape and Alan Froom presented a chairman’s report on basically 

what hadn’t happened concerning the Club’s events in 2020, although he did present an 

outline of the Indaba to be held in Port Elizabeth in May 2022.  He also thanked the 

committee for their endeavours over the past year. The meeting decided to re- elect the 

present committee until the next AGM in March 2022 and Don Dye was elected to fill the 

one vacancy. The meeting concluded with a selection of snacks excellently presented by 

Sylvia Dunstan. 

Our mid-week run in June took us to Ziggys Restaurant at Pine Lodge via a scenic drive along 

Marine Drive. Pine Lodge is where our 2022 Indaba is based and Thursday’s welcoming will 

be at Ziggys. This gave us a taste of what’s to come. The photos are courtesy of Chris 

Hanekom and Minky Teppler.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

MGB Variants 

MG Sebring 

In 1966 BMC were producing five models of sports cars under two different marques. The 

Austin Healey 3000 was top of the line, but it was dated as it still had a separate body and 

frame and also the C Series engine that it used was coming to a production end. A new 

model was required. 

To promote the MG, BMC decided to enter it into the realms of endurance racing and so the 

MG Sebring was born, so named as this was the first 24 hour race that it was entered. 

 

Three cars were entered. Bumpers were removed, the engines tuned and 15 inch wide 

wheels fitted. The hope was to beat the two works Porsche Carreras. One car retired early in 

the race with a seized differential but the other two finished 3rd and 4th in class. 

 

In 1969 an MGC GTS Sebring 

was produced. 

This was a lot more 

sophisticated with widened 

wheel arches and flush fitting 

valances, front and rear. It 

had triple Weber carburettors 



 

It was entered for the 1969 

Nurburgring and Targo 

Florio. 

The program was cancelled 

in 1970. 

 

 

But all is not lost because if you have a MGB you can 

purchase body kits and make your own Sebring and 

pretty smart they look. 

There are all kinds of engine varieties such as twin 

cams, 3 litre straight sixes, modified MGB 4 cylinder, 

V8 Land Rover and even Mark 1 Mazda MX5. 

 

 

 



All kinds of carburettor too, ranging from twin choke Webers, twin SU’s or how about a nice 

big Holley or Edelbrock or even fuel injection. 

Some that have been produced have a smoother, more elegant look. 

 

 

MGCC PE Centre’s very own Ronnie van Eyk produced a Sebring for Rod Paxton in East 

London. It is now owned by Chris Champion 

The engine is a V8 fed by a Holley carburettor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Correct Cold Tyre Pressures 

 

This has always been a favourite subject of mine.  

 

We find most people using a tyre pressure in the order of 200 to 220 kPa in both the front and rear 

tyres. It would also seem that this is the pressure that most service stations would recommend if a 

driver did not know the recommended pressure for their vehicle. When we have new tyres fitted on 

our vehicle, or have the pressure checked at most tyre dealers, this is almost certainly the pressures 

that will be used. 

 

The motor vehicle manufacturers spend a fortune on design, development and then testing of 

vehicles before they are put into mass production. During this development and testing stage, they 

will evaluate different components, with tyres being one of them, and test them under many 

different and varied conditions, as well as with different tyre pressures. Ultimately, they will come 

up with recommended tyre pressures for different conditions, as well as tyres for the vehicle, and 

these are the ones that would be fitted to the vehicle at the time that it comes out of the plant. In 

order to recommend these tyre pressures, they would consider things like safety in the form of 

vehicle handling, tyre temperature build up, to ensure that excessive heat is not generated in the 

tyres, particularly during high speed driving, braking characteristics, wear patterns, tyre life, comfort 

and fuel economy. You will also almost certainly find differing tyre pressure front and rear. 

 

Should you change to a non approved tyre on the vehicle, or use different tyre pressures to those 

recommended by the vehicle manufacturer, you will change the handling characteristics of the 

vehicle and at the end of the day, you could well have a very dangerous condition. 

 

Use the cold tyre pressures as recommended by the vehicle manufacturer. They have gone to great 

lengths to come up with pressures that will enable the vehicle to handle in the manner in which they 

intended. 

 

Rodney Idris                February 2021 

 

 

 



Driving Test Questionaire 

Here are the results of the questionnaire in last month’s newsletter. “When and in what car did you 

take your driving test ?” The editor was inundated with replies. Well not really, only one (thank you 

Bruce) but participants in the mid week run gladly gave up details. 

Bruce Hall drove his Mum’s 1958 Ford Anglia in 1960 

 

Andrew Murphy drove a Fiat 124 in 1983 

 

 

Annelie Murphy drove a Fiat Uno in 2002.  

Sorry Annelie, I couldn’t find a picture of a canary yellow Uno ! 

 

Christina Ryan drove a 1968 Hillman Imp 

    

 

      Minky Teppler drove a Nissan 1400 Bakkie in 1983 

 

                                       

James Canepa was in a 1963 Opel Kapitan 

 

 

Racey Don Cooper drove a 1974 Mini Cooper S 

 

 

And finally John Ryan drove a more sedate 1960 Standard 10   

 

Thanks everyone for your replies. 



Service Providers 

Service Provider and Address Telephone Email/Website Type of Service 

Ace Auto Electrical   3 Todd St 
North End P E 

0414842640  Good diagnostics 
(Paul Allen) 

Bearing Man  320 Kempston Road 
Holland Park P E 

0414537330   

Cableman, 303 Kempston Rd 
Sidwell PE 

0414536007 cablemanpe@ 
telkomsa.net 

Cables for speedos rev 
counters and 
Accelerator 

Cape Parts Distributors 11 
Paterson Rd  North End  PE 

0414871471  Brake & Clutch 
Hydraulic Components 
 

Chromeworks,(Peter Rist), 6A 
Sidwell Avenue Sidwell 

0414841533 
0828558628 

chromeworkspe@ 
yahoo.com 

Chroming (PETSCC  Member 

D N Atomotive, 25 King Edward 
Street Newton Park PE 

0413641017 dnauto@lantic.net Service and repairs on 
modern MG’s(F & TF)Also 
Electronic diagnosis 

East Cape Clutch and Brake 17 Rundle Street Sidwell 0414511669 clutch and brake 
components fitment 

East Cape Mountings, 39 Rundlell 
St  Sidwell PE 

0414515968  Re- manufacture of engine 
mountings 

Edwards (John), 20 Murrel Cresc. 
Framesby PE 

0724444398  Retired autoelectrician 
Experience with classics 

Etching Foundry, 1A Reith St 
Sidwell PE 

0414532573 etchingfoundry@ 
mweb.co.za 
www.etchingfoundry.co.za 

Metal Badges 

Generator House, 5 Goldsmith St 
North End  PE 

0414845867 www.theauto.co.za/ 
generator-house 

Aubrey 
Autoelectrical Repairs 

Guscott’s Engine Rebuilders 55 
Kempston Road Sidwell. 

0413747300  Specific engineering work on 
engines of classic cars by Jeff 
Guscott 

Holden- Jones (Russell), MGCC 
Member 

0832566927 russellholdenjones@gmail 
.com 

Water pump and other 
components repair 

Industrial Rubber, 15 Richard 
Street sidwell 

0414534437/0837491876 peindrubber@telkomsa.net wide selection of rubber 
profiles 

Lokhose, (A & A Murphy), - MGCC 
Members,  18 Sutton Rd Sidwell 
PE 

0414532974 
0825683605 
 

 Hydraulics & Pneumatics 

Motor Mod  Fettes Road N End P E  Mechanical Modifications 

Nel’s Motor Trimmers, 21 
Hancock Street N End 

041484222 nelsmotorspe@gmail.com Upholsterer (MGCC Member) 

P E Hydraulics, 46 Sidwell Ave. , 
Sidwell P E  

041451 4332 rakesh@pehydraulics.co.za Hydraulics components 
LOKHOSE CANNOT SUPPLY 

Powerflow, Frank Street Newton 
Park P E  

0413655855 newtonpark@powerflowexhausts.com Stainless steel exhausts and  
repairs 

Pro Seals and Bearings,  2 
Commercial Centre 
Commercial Rd PE 

0414534678 sales@proseals.co.za Good selection of seals & 
Bearings 
Take sample 

Pro Tek Heads, 6 Hammond Street 
Sidwell 

0414539765  aluminium welding ie. 
Thermostat housing 

Ronnie Reed Clutch 75 Haupt Street Sidwell  041 4532227 brake and clutch 

The Sports Car Centre, 11 
Westmeath Rd 
Parkview  Jo’brg 

0116461631 
0114860021 

sportscar@mweb.co.za MG Parts 
Alan & Denise 

Tyler (George) 17 Gonubie St. 
Sherwood 

0829617601  Upholsterer  

Wheeltech, 31 Fettes Road N End 
P E  
 

0413733052  bushes etc  

Wurth, 31 Uitenhage Road P E  
 

0413657308 peshop@wurth.co.za fasteners etc 

Pop’s Auto Shop 
Graeme Reid Club Member 

0829012442 
041 0040349 

www.popsauto.co.za Vehicle Repair and 
Maitenance 

 

 


