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This is supposed to be a newsletter. However if January’s issue of King of the Road was a
newsletter, I am afraid you would be staring at five blank pages. They say no news is good
news, but as far as the MGCC Port Elizabeth Centre is concerned it is definitely not.
There is a spike in the incidence of covid-19 in the Eastern Cape and the committee decided
to cancel all events in December, having cancelled our Christmas Lunch in November. We
shall wait and see what transpires in January and thereafter. The committee will meet early
in January to decide if and when we can pick up sticks and to formulate a calendar for next
year, which you will note is absent from this month’s newsletter.
I read a vaccine will be available in South Africa in the second quarter of next year and
believe me, I will be the first in line! In the meantime, on behalf of the committee may I
wish you a wonderful Christmas. As for the New Year, may we stay fit and healthy and get
back into those MG’s as soon as possible.

You will note that this month’s article is on the MGF and MGTF. This is a model that is
owned by many members, but is rarely featured in the newsletter. If anyone has any
anecdotes or maintenance advice about an F or TF please forward them to me to be
published.

MGF and MGTF

The MGF was the first MG sports car produced since the cessation of production of its
extremely popular MGB in 1980.
It was designed by the Rover
Group when it was owned by
British Aerospace and brought
onto the market when sold to
BMW in 1995.
BMW broke up the Rover group
in 2000 divesting it to an
independent MG Rover
business. It was updated to the
MGTF in 2002.

The business entered
administration 2005 and
production of the TF ceased.
The remains of the business
were sold to Nanjing
Automobile and production of
the TF resumed in 2007 until
2011.

The MGF was the first MG with
transverse – mounted engine. Two
engines were available. The 1.8 K
series with 16 valves and the 1.8 VVC.
VVC was Rover’s variable valve control
engine. It had fuel injection and the
variable valve timing enabled it to
alter the inlet opening and closing
periods. It was therefore able to
deliver optimum performance,
economy and emissions. A Steptronic
CVT gearbox was available with the
gearchange paddles on the steering wheel

The MGTF had a stiffer body and the MGF’s hydrogas suspension was replaced with
conventional springs. This gave it better handling at speed, but at slower speeds on rougher
roads the MGF was seen to be superior. It had new front and rear bumpers and sill panels,
together with a revised bootlid. Interior specification remained basically the same.
Engines available in the MGF were TF115 1.6 , TF135 1.8L TF120 Stepspeed 1.8 l and the
TF160 WC with variable valve control.

When purchasing a MG F or TF, many
comparisons have been made between it
and the Mazda MX5 and all in all it seems
a matter of personal preference as they
are very similar vehicles.
The famous MGF head gasket failure
does come to mind. The engine has a
front mounted radiator with long coolant
pipes under the car to the mid –
mounted engine. The header tank is not
much higher than the engine, so it must be sufficiently topped up. The system should be
bled to avoid airlocks when the coolant is changed. Rover introduced a new head gasket in
2000.
Other problems could be a wet floor from a leaking heater intake box and the electric
windows.
If one is interested in purchasing a MGF or TF, this web site has an excellent article;
www.mgclub.org.nz/Site/information/buying-an-mg/Buying-an-MGF

1961 MGA Outlaw Convertible

Mention an outlaw build and the first thing that comes to mind are Porsche 911’s and 356’s.
That doesn’t mean that Stuttgart has a monopoly on what an outlaw is – and this MGA
outlaw by the Petersen Automotive Museum proves the point. The first frame-off
restoration done completely by the Museum, this MGA has been totally disassembled down
to the last nut and bolt. The 1.6 litre dual overhead cam four has a hotter camshaft profile
and larger carburettors for better breathing. Disc brakes replace the original drums. It
boasts wire wheels and leather interior. It was auctioned by the Petersen Museum in
September for $115 000.

For Sale Russell Holden-Jones has a chromed radiator grille with mesh for a 1974 MGB
Offered for R1000. Phone 0832566927

Many thanks to Jon Rademan from the Triumph Club who offered a few additions to our list
of service providers, which you will find below.

Again stay safe and see you soon

Alan

Service Providers
Service Provider and Address
Ace Auto Electrical 3 Todd St
North End P E
Bearing Man 320 Kempston
Road Holland Park P E
Cableman, 303 Kempston Rd
Sidwell PE

Telephone
0414842640

Email/Website

Type of Service
Good diagnostics
(Paul Allen)

cablemanpe@
telkomsa.net

Cables for speedos rev
counters and
Accelerator
Brake & Clutch
Hydraulic Components

Cape Parts Distributors 11
Paterson Rd North End PE

0414871471

Chromeworks,(Peter Rist), 6A
Sidwell Avenue Sidwell
D N Atomotive, 25 King Edward
Street Newton Park PE

0414841533
0828558628
0413641017

chromeworkspe@
yahoo.com
dnauto@lantic.net

East Cape Clutch and Brake

17 Rundle Street Sidwell

0414511669

East Cape Mountings, 39
Rundlell St Sidwell PE
Edwards (John), 20 Murrel
Cresc.
Framesby PE
Etching Foundry, 1A Reith St
Sidwell PE

0414515968

Chroming (PETSCC
Member
Service and repairs on
modern MG’s(F & TF)Also
Electronic diagnosis
clutch and brake
components fitment
Re- manufacture of engine
mountings
Retired autoelectrician
Experience with classics

Generator House, 5 Goldsmith
St
North End PE
Guscott’s Engine Rebuilders 55
Kempston Road Sidwell.

0414845867

Holden- Jones (Russell), MGCC
Member
Industrial Rubber, 15 Richard
Street sidwell
Lokhose, (A & A Murphy), MGCC Members, 18 Sutton Rd
Sidwell PE
Motor Mod
Nel’s Motor Trimmers, 21
Hancock Street N End
P E Hydraulics, 46 Sidwell Ave. ,
Sidwell P E
Powerflow, Frank Street Newton
Park P E
Pro Seals and Bearings, 2
Commercial Centre
Commercial Rd PE
Pro Tek Heads, 6 Hammond
Street Sidwell
Ronnie Reed Clutch
The Sports Car Centre, 11
Westmeath Rd
Parkview Jo’brg
Tyler (George) 17 Gonubie St.
Sherwood
Wheeltech, 31 Fettes Road N
End P E

0832566927

Wurth, 31 Uitenhage Road P E

0413657308

0414537330
0414536007

0724444398

0414532573

etchingfoundry@
mweb.co.za
www.etchingfoundry.co.za
www.theauto.co.za/
generator-house

0413747300

0414534437/0837491876

russellholdenjones@gmail
.com
peindrubber@telkomsa.net

0414532974
0825683605

041484222

Fettes Road N End P E
nelsmotorspe@gmail.com

041451 4332

rakesh@pehydraulics.co.za

0413655855

newtonpark@powerflowexhausts.com

0414534678

sales@proseals.co.za

0414539765
75 Haupt Street Sidwell
0116461631
0114860021

041 4532227
sportscar@mweb.co.za

Metal Badges

Aubrey
Autoelectrical Repairs
Specific engineering work
on engines of classic cars
by Jeff Guscott
Water pump and other
components repair
wide selection of rubber
profiles
Hydraulics & Pneumatics

Mechanical Modifications
Upholsterer (MGCC
Member)
Hydraulics components
LOKHOSE CANNOT SUPPLY
Stainless steel exhausts and
repairs
Good selection of seals &
Bearings
Take sample
aluminium welding ie.
Thermostat housing
brake and clutch
MG Parts
Alan & Denise

0829617601

Upholsterer

0413733052

bushes etc

peshop@wurth.co.za

fasteners etc

