King of the Road
February 2021
Into the New Year and still covid and lockdown is with us, putting a damper on all our
activities. Speaking of which, the Knysna Motor Show scheduled for May has now been
cancelled, but better safe than sorry. Roll on the vaccine and we can get on with club
activities again.
I hope the newsletter (although there is no news) helps us to at least bring something MG
into our lives. Sounds a bit depressing! Listen to your President.

The feature article this month is from an article written in November 1989 in the magazine
Fine Cars. The editors of the magazine were Port Elizabeth’s Mike Jones and Ken Stewart.
Mike Jones wrote the article. It concerns the restoration of an MGA by one of our late
members, Soon van Eyk with the assistance of his son Ronnie. Not only is Ronnie still a very
active member, but also are his son and grandson. That is four generations of van Eyks and
that must be a record!
The article didn’t come out so well on my scanner and I apologise. Thanks to Rodger Webb
for locating the magazine.
Go safely out there

Alan

Interesting that Mike preferred of the Morris Bullnose, TC and A, the TC. I wonder 22years
later if his response would be the same. Owning a TC myself, on PE’s ‘well kept’ roads I think
the MGA may be a better option when it comes to drivability, but aesthetics would be a
personal preference.

What on Earth is a Relay

All you clever types who know how a relay
works can skip this bit, but I didn’t so here
goes.
Relays are electromagnetic switches. They
are used to switch a high voltage or high
powered circuit by using a low voltage
circuit to activate the switch.
In the diagram circuit 2 may have a large
current through it to operate a powerful
motor or bright lights. When the switch is
opened in circuit 1 the electromagnet
releases the rocker arm and the spring
moves the contacts apart and circuit 2 is
switched off.
This is useful for two reasons. Firstly the low current circuit may contain a component that
only uses a small current and secondly only circuit 2 needs to be made from thick wire.
What on Earth is Earth
One terminal of your battery is connected to the body of your car and is called earth. Any
electrical component is directly connected by one way or another to the other battery
terminal and to earth via the body. However how good is your earth? Are some of your
components, especially the starter and lights getting the volts required to function
properly?
After the car has stood for a while, take a voltmeter and measure the voltage between the
battery terminals. Then go to the engine (not running), find a live connection at the fuse box
and measure that voltage between it and the body. If there is a significant difference, say
0.5 volts then your earth isn’t so good. The answer is to run a separate wire of significant
size from the battery earth to a spot near the starter motor ie. the bell housing.
How to Clean Spark Plugs
This was in the Evening Post a few weeks ago. Take a jam jar and pour in white vinegar to a
depth of the thread of the plugs. Add a teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda and place your dirty
plugs overnight. Hey presto, next morning – clean plugs. I havn’t tried it, so don’t blame me
if it doesn’t work.

Excerpt from Mike Sherrell’s book TC’s Forever More

I am sure you all know Dowty Washers. They work so well!

Nice picture of a P Type. And the girl –James Canepa’s mother. It is in his blood.

SU Fuel Pumps

Service Providers
Service Provider and Address
Ace Auto Electrical 3 Todd St
North End P E
Bearing Man 320 Kempston Road
Holland Park P E
Cableman, 303 Kempston Rd
Sidwell PE

Telephone
0414842640

Email/Website

Type of Service
Good diagnostics
(Paul Allen)

cablemanpe@
telkomsa.net

Cables for speedos rev
counters and
Accelerator
Brake & Clutch
Hydraulic Components

Cape Parts Distributors 11
Paterson Rd North End PE

0414871471

Chromeworks,(Peter Rist), 6A
Sidwell Avenue Sidwell
D N Atomotive, 25 King Edward
Street Newton Park PE

0414841533
0828558628
0413641017

chromeworkspe@
yahoo.com
dnauto@lantic.net

Chroming (PETSCC Member

East Cape Clutch and Brake

17 Rundle Street Sidwell

0414511669

East Cape Mountings, 39 Rundlell
St Sidwell PE
Edwards (John), 20 Murrel Cresc.
Framesby PE
Etching Foundry, 1A Reith St
Sidwell PE

0414515968

Generator House, 5 Goldsmith St
North End PE
Guscott’s Engine Rebuilders 55
Kempston Road Sidwell.

0414845867

Holden- Jones (Russell), MGCC
Member
Industrial Rubber, 15 Richard
Street sidwell
Lokhose, (A & A Murphy), - MGCC
Members, 18 Sutton Rd Sidwell
PE
Motor Mod
Nel’s Motor Trimmers, 21
Hancock Street N End
P E Hydraulics, 46 Sidwell Ave. ,
Sidwell P E
Powerflow, Frank Street Newton
Park P E
Pro Seals and Bearings, 2
Commercial Centre
Commercial Rd PE
Pro Tek Heads, 6 Hammond Street
Sidwell
Ronnie Reed Clutch
The Sports Car Centre, 11
Westmeath Rd
Parkview Jo’brg
Tyler (George) 17 Gonubie St.
Sherwood
Wheeltech, 31 Fettes Road N End
PE

0832566927

Wurth, 31 Uitenhage Road P E

0413657308

0414537330
0414536007

0724444398
0414532573

etchingfoundry@
mweb.co.za
www.etchingfoundry.co.za
www.theauto.co.za/
generator-house

0413747300

0414534437/0837491876

russellholdenjones@gmail
.com
peindrubber@telkomsa.net

0414532974
0825683605

Service and repairs on
modern MG’s(F & TF)Also
Electronic diagnosis
clutch and brake
components fitment
Re- manufacture of engine
mountings
Retired autoelectrician
Experience with classics
Metal Badges

Aubrey
Autoelectrical Repairs
Specific engineering work on
engines of classic cars by Jeff
Guscott
Water pump and other
components repair
wide selection of rubber
profiles
Hydraulics & Pneumatics

041484222

Fettes Road N End P E
nelsmotorspe@gmail.com

Mechanical Modifications
Upholsterer (MGCC Member)

041451 4332

rakesh@pehydraulics.co.za

0413655855

newtonpark@powerflowexhausts.com

0414534678

sales@proseals.co.za

Hydraulics components
LOKHOSE CANNOT SUPPLY
Stainless steel exhausts and
repairs
Good selection of seals &
Bearings
Take sample
aluminium welding ie.
Thermostat housing
brake and clutch
MG Parts
Alan & Denise

0414539765
75 Haupt Street Sidwell
0116461631
0114860021

041 4532227
sportscar@mweb.co.za

0829617601

Upholsterer

0413733052

bushes etc

peshop@wurth.co.za

fasteners etc

