
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



King of the Road 

December 2020 

The incidence of new covid infections has risen markedly here in the Eastern Cape, thus 

greatly limiting our activities. I am sure we can’t wait to be out and about in our beloved 

machines, but it looks like we will have to wait a little longer. 

We did hold our monthly noggin at the beginning of the month, but apart from that, it has 

been strictly stay at home. Taking into account the average age of our membership and the 

fact that I am sure a lot of us have one co- morbidity or another, it would be better to be 

safe than sorry. This in mind , it was decided to postpone our annual Christmas lunch at the 

Elephant Walk that was to be held on the 29th November to a date later next year. Perhaps 

Christmas in March? 

The Border Branch has decided to cancel the Cape Centres gathering that they were to host 

next year in Morgans Bay in May 2021. A lot of time and effort goes into holding such an 

event and the organisers must be disappointed as are the members that were to attend. 

The last event of the year will be the December noggin on Wednesday 2nd December at the 

EPVCC. Fire will be ready around 7.00pm. 

Speedyquip is holding their Cars and Coffee outside their premises on Wednesday 16th 

December from about 8.00am. There is always an interesting collection of vehicles and their 

owners. 

Finally on behalf of the committee, may you and your families  a blessed Christmas. 

 

 

Pictured is one of the members of the Melbourne Stars ladies cricket 

team. 

Looks like they have sponsor! 

 

 



Don Hayter, automotive designer extraordinaire 

 

 

Earlier this year, Don Hayter, one of the designers of the MGB died at the age of 94 years. 

He started his working life in 1954 as a draftsman at Aston Martin . Before then he made a 

model of a saloon car that the MG Magnette closely resembled. 

He moved to MG in 1956 when the MGA was in production and was involved in producing 

the coupe. 

In 1962 Don made up drawings for the MGB using a 

monocoque construction, rather than the chassis of the 

MGA. 

He was also involved in the fabrication of the rubber 

bumper MGB which was produced from 1974 to 1984. 

This was the only car out of Europe that had a modified 

polyurethane  for the bumper rather than a system of springs and shocks as produced by 

other manufacturers. 

After 30 years Abingdon closed and he was involved from 1979 to 1982 in Europeanizing the 

Honda Ballard into the Triumph Acclaim. 

 



 

He left the automotive industry in 1985 to work for Nuffield Orthopaedic where he designed 

specialised orthopaedic appliances for the disabled. He said this was the most rewarding job 

of his career. 

 

Go to www.hemmings.com/stories/article/hmanitarian-on-four-wheels for full article 

  

http://www.hemmings.com/stories/article/hmanitarian-on-four-wheels


 

BMC had an agreement with Innocenti in Milan for the assembly of the Austin A40 Farina 

which was a British car of Italian design. 

In 1961 the Italian company decided to use the cheap and cheerful Sprite Mark1 and 

produce a more luxury sports car. Only the running gear in the form of engine, transmission, 

wheels, axles, suspension, brakes and steering were used. 

Kits were imported from the UK and Ghia of Turin designed the bodyshell. Known as the 

Spyder 950, it had everything the Sprite lacked with wide doors with exterior handles, wind 

up windows, lockable boot, interior light, lockable glovebox and a heater. 

It was shorter and wider than the Sprite. Inside the steering column, transmission tunnel 

and surround and handbrake were the same. The dashboard was fitted with Veglia 

instruments. It had an effective hood and tonneau cover as standard. A coupe version 

appeared in 1966. 

Sold mainly in Italy, while a few went to the USA, but sadly none to the UK. High cost was 

against it and ironically the appearance of the MGB gave it strong competition. 

17500 were assembled between 1961 and 1970. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

Service Providers 

Service 
Provider 

Address Telephone Email/Website Type of Service 

DN Automotive 25 King Edward 
Street 
Newton Park PE 

0413641017 dnauto@lantic.net Service and repairs on 
modern MG’s(F & TF)Also 
Electronic diagnosis 

East Cape 
Mountings  

39 Rundle St 
Sidwell PE 

0414515968  Re- manufacture of engine 
mountings 

PE Industrial 
Rubber 

15 Richard St 
Sidwell PE 

0414534437 
0837491876 

peindrubber@ 
telkomsa.net 

Wide selection  
Rubber profiles 

Etching 
Foundry 

1A Reith St 
Sidwell PE 

0414532573 etchingfoundry@ 
mweb.co.za 
www.etchingfoundry.co.za 

Metal Badges 

Cableman 303 Kempston Rd 
Sidwell PE 
 

0414536007 cablemanpe@ 
telkomsa.net 

Cables for speedos rev 
Counters and 
Accelerator 

Cape Parts 
Distributors 

11Paterson Rd 
North End  PE 

0414871471  Brake & Clutch 
Hydraulic Components 
 

Chromeworks 
Peter Rist 

6A Sidwell Ave 
Ave Sidwell 

0414841533 
0828558628 

chromeworkspe@ 
yahoo.com 

Chroming 

Generator 
House 

5 Goldsmith St 
North End  PE 

0414845867 www.theauto.co.za/ 
generator-house 

Aubrey 
Autoelectrical Repairs 

Speedyquip 
Derek Elliot 
MGCC Member 

2 Prince Alfred Rd 
North End 

0414841506 sales@speedyquip. 
co.za 
www.speedyquip.co.za 

Performace parts 
General Accessories for 
cars 
motor cycles 

John Edwards 20 Murrel Cresc. 
Framesby PE 

0724444398  Retired autoelectrician 
Experience with classics 

Lok- Hose 
A & A Murphy 
MGCC 
Members 

18 Sutton Rd 
Sidwell PE 

0414532974 
0825683605 
 

 Hydraulics & Pneumatics 

Pro Seals & 
Bearings 

2 Commercial 
Centre 
Commercial Rd PE 

0414534678 sales@proseals.co.za Good selection of seals & 
Bearings 
Take sample 

The Sports Car 
Centre 

11 Westmeath Rd 
Parkview  Jo’brg 

0116461631 
0114860021 

sportscar@mweb.co.za MG Parts 
Alan & Denise 

Silverton 
Radiators 

Cnr. Reed/Slater St. 
North End PE 

0414842510 admin@silvertonpe.co.za Radiator repair & 
service 

Pro-Tek Heads 
 

6 Hammond St 
Sidwell 

0414539765  Aluminium Welding 
Ie Thermostat Housing 

Powerflow 
Exhausts 

343 Cape Rd 
Newton Park 

0413655855  Exhaust Repairs 

George Tyler 17 Gonubie St. 0829617601  Upholsterer 

Ace Auto 
Elictrical 

3 Todd St 
North End 

0414842640  Good diagnostics 
Paul Allen 

Nels Trimmers 
Jacques Nel 

21 Hancock St 
North End 

0414844222 nelsmotorspe@gmail.com Upholstery 
MGCC member 

Russell Holden- 
Jones   
 

MGCC Member 0832566927 russellholdenjones@gmail 
.com 

Water pump and other 
components repair 

 

 



 

 

 


