King of the Road
August 2020
The lockdown continues and although there has been some relaxation of the rules and
regulations the club is still unable to organise any events. Anyway this gives us some time to
do those renovations on our beloved vehicles that we have always promised ourselves to
do.
This month’s newsletter is devoted to the MGA and I hope you find it of interest. Personally
I feel the MGA is the most aesthetically pleasing MG produced post the T Type. I hope this
produces a flood of complaints from other MG marque owners which I can publish in the
next newsletter.
Sadly I must announce the passing of our dear friend, Ivano Perini. Leon van Loggerenberg
has forwarded an appreciation :

We will miss Ivano. There was hardly an event that he didn’t attend . Our condolences go to
his brother, sister and families.
Derek Elliot has submitted an article on his MGA :

Derek Elliot’s MGA Roadster

My MGA Roadster is a 1960 model, Mk 2. – basically 1600cc engine and disc brakes
in front.

I became the proud owner in August, 2012 – purchased from Late Lionel Wilmot.
The car is very original, except for the following:
1. 5 speed gearbox purchased in UK and fitted here. I have kept the old parts;
2. Electronic ignition fitted;
3. I fitted an oil cooler – similar to MGB oe oil cooler.
The Late Roger Mills, restored the car in Beaufort West, in the 1980’s.
Roger sold the car to Lionel Wilmot.
I do not know the history of the car from 1960 until Roger Mills acquired it.

I have continued to enjoy my MGA and it is one of my favourite sport cars.
I became interested in MGA Roadsters in 1958, my first year of articles in Somerset
East.
At that time the new price was around 795 Pounds Sterling.
I could only admire the car, and I promised myself that one day, I would own one.
When I bought my MGA in 2012, Linda asked me politely, why I wanted one.
She said that it was for young guys!
My answer was that when I was young, I could not afford it.
The happy ending is that Linda also loves the car.

I found that the engine, in my opinion, ran hot, and I discussed it with other MG club
members, who assured me that it was quite normal.
I decided to buy an oil cooler, very similar to the MGB, and then I was satisfied!
I also had an electronic ignition fitted, which was a great improvement.

I was never happy with the gearbox and high revving engine, despite driving at say
100kph.

I purchased a 5 speed gearbox and kit, which was fitted by Ronnie Van Eyk.
The car is now more usable and great in traffic and passes etc.

The story about the MGA, in general, is below.
I do not know if certain specifications may be different, as mine is South African built.
The 1960 MGA 1600 Roadster coupled good looks with superb handling and a
sleek design.
2007 Publications International, Ltd:
The 1960 MGA 1600 Roadster collectible auto met a need that had been identified
much earlier.
The folks at MG were thinking about a replacement for the famed T-Series as early
as 1952. In fact, a prototype -- EX175 -- was completed that year, only to be
mothballed by BMC corporate managers who allocated production funds to the
Austin-Healey instead. MG had to bide its time with a face-lifted TF model.
MG finally got to release its new car in September 1955. It was so revolutionary -envelope-bodied, low, and sleek -- that MG started all over at the beginning of the
alphabet and named it the MGA. It was a pure two-seater sports car with bucket
seats and an instrument panel boasting a huge speedometer and tachometer.
The 1960 MGA 1600 Roadster had 'two-tier' taillights and '1600' badging on the
decklid.
2007 Publications International, Ltd:
While the 1952 prototype carried TD running gear, MG had become part of British
Motor Corporation by the time the project was revived in 1954, so the MGA was
reconfigured around newly developed "corporate" hardware.
It thus became the first MG sports car to employ BMC's "B-Series" four-cylinder
engine, four-speed gearbox, and a new type of hypoid-bevel rear axle. The power
plant chosen was the 1,489-cc, 72-bhp version, just enough for a top speed at the
magic "ton" (100 mph).

The 1960 MGA 1600 Roadster was a pure two-seater sports car.
2007 Publications International, Ltd:
Along the way, the MGA was treated to gradual but perceptible improvements in
displacement, power, and equipment. The MGA 1600 debuted in 1959 with its ohv
four boosted to 1,588 cc and 80 bhp, and Lockheed front disc brakes were made
standard.
From the exterior, the 1600 was distinguished by its "two-tier" taillights and discreet
"1600" badging on the decklid and next to the air vents near the cowl. As with all
MGAs, the grille was a lowered and laid-back version of the "classic" grille seen on
the old T-Series MG. Exterior door handles were not provided; owners had to reach
inside to unlatch the door.
While the 1600 wasn't particularly powerful -- 0-60 in 14.2 seconds and 101 mph all
out -- it felt fast, and the handling was superb.

In 1952 Morris, together with
MG merged with Austin. This
merger produced a
rationalisation of products with
many of the models being
identical save for the badges
thereon. By this time the
MGTD had become outdated
and Leonard Lord of Austin
required a car specifically for
the American market. The
ghastly Austin A90 Atlantic was
born. This turned out to be a disaster and so the search was on for a real sports car and that
was the Healey which already had a great deal of Austin parts.
MG,s Syd Enver already had a
streamlined MG on the
drawing board in 1951, but the
Austin Healey took preference.

To fill the gap the MGTF was
produced. It was essentially a
TD with a raked radiator grill
and faired headlights.
Although produced as a stop
gap the TF, today is a prized
car. 9600 were produced
between 1953 and 1955.
Pictured is a fine example
restored by Ronnie van Eyk for
Rod Paxton. Standing behind
are Terry Estment, Desre van
Eyk and Sylvia Dunstan with Arno van Westhuizen studying the rear bumper! By 1955 sales
figures of the TF began to drop and so the MGA was put into production. This was replaced
in 1959 by the MGA 1600 as Derek has described.

Pictured above is the blue coupe once owned by Peet v d Walt of Jeffrys Bay. It is now with
his son in Johannesburg. What a ‘stunner’ !
The first production cars were roadsters with the option of a detachable hardtop, but a fixed
head coupe soon followed with external door handles and wind up windows,
About 101,000 MGA’s were built and the MGA must stand out as one of the iconic post war
British sports cars

In 1955 the MGA Twin Cam was produced. This used the Morris B engine with twin cams. It
had disc brakes and Dunlop Centre Lock Type Disc Wheels. It breathed through twin SU B6
carburettors and produced 108 bhp. However there were problems, mostly being the
engine getting holes in the pistons. The problem was never solved although domed pistons
were thought to be the problem. Even Weber carburettors were tried.
The Twin Cam had a top speed of113 mph. It was taken out of production in 1960 and only
2111 cars were made.
With the demise of the Twin Cam, there were some centre lock wheels and disc brakes left
over. These were fitted to the MGA 1600 and the resultant car named MGA De–Lux. These
are very rare and only a few were made.
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