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Chairman’s Chirp September 2024 

Greetings and Salutations to my MG Family. 

This month’s Chirp will be short and to the point as there is a long report on the Houw Hoek Indaba further on in this 

Newsletter. 

First of all, we welcome our new members, Daniel and Ashley Vermaak and their daughter, to the club.  They own a 

MGB GT.   

PE is still reeling under winter conditions and spring just does not seem to want to arrive, it remains cold and windy 

here in the friendly city.  Let’s hope for a springier October. 

Our September Noggin, notwithstanding it being very cold and windy, was once again well attended by our 

members.  Thanks to all who braved the cold to attend the Noggin.  Before we braaied I gave a short verbal feedback 

on the Houw Hoek Indaba trip and also made sure that those who misbehaved on the trip were fittingly punished by 

means of a ‘Straf Dop”.  The stories that were told caused a lot of laughter and some good chirps.   

After returning from the Indaba we attended the EPVCC British Car day on the 15th.  As usual there was a good 

turnout of MGs.  We had eleven cars and twenty one members present.  A day out always enjoyed by the club 

members.  Our thanks to EPVCC for your good arrangements. 

Our Midweek run was for lunch at Sacramento restaurant along Marine drive.  Always a nice drive for our cars. 

We also did the Distinguished Gentleman’s Drive on 29 September.  More about this event in the October 

Newsletter. 

We have some exciting events lined up for October and hope to see the usual culprits and some new faces as well. 

Our midweek is planned for Barnacles, an old favourite with a beautiful sea view.  With a bit of luck we may spot 

some whales from the restaurant.  This is also a nice drive for our cars. 

The monthly run will be to Gamtoos Ferry Hotel close to Jeffries Bay.  We are going to invite the Morris and Triumph 

clubs to join us on this very scenic run. 

 

Octagonally yours, until next time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Feedback on Houw Hoek Indaba 

As I undertook in the August Chairman’s Chirp, below is my report on the Trip to the National Indaba at Houw Hoek. 

On Sunday 1 September six cars from MGCCPE Centre set out on a trip to attend the National Indaba at Houw Hoek.  

The planning for the trip to Houw Hoek started early in the year and we could pride ourselves that we had 10 

members who registered for the event.  

Alan Froom towed his TC to Knysna where he was going to join the Southern Cape Centre TCs for the drive to Houw 

Hoek.  Sadly Alan’s TC did not play ball and after only a short distance he had to return it to Knysna and proceed to 

the Indaba in his plastic. 

The five other cars did a three day road trip to Houw Hoek via Joubertina and Calitzdorp.  These were Dirk and 

Sharleen in their A, Ronnie and Desire in their BGT V8, Graeme and Colleen in their BGT, Thijs and Mannie in their 

BGT and Tony in his modern TF.  Our first stopover was at “Die Kraaltjie” in Joubertina.  Tony’s TF had a small hiccup 

on the way when a suspension bolt broke.  Fortunately he could have it fixed in Joubertina and could proceed on the 

rest of the trip without any further incident. 

At “Die Kraaltjie” we had a braai and some liquid refreshments and as expected, a good jovial atmosphere persisted 

and was enjoyed by all and sundry.  The next morning, Monday 2 September, some members arrived for breakfast 

with mysterious headaches.  Nothing that a Disprin could not fix and off we went on the R62 to our next destination 

at Calitzdorp. The very scenic R62 was an absolute pleasure to drive, especially in these cars, and the mountain 

passes dished up some great scenery along the way.  

We arrived at our very comfortable and stylish accommodation in Calitzdorp and immediately set off for a wine 

tasting session at Boplaas Winery, who are renowned for their famous port, but much more than port was tasted 

and the jovial atmosphere continued well into the night. 

On Tuesday morning, 3 September, a few of us were very thirsty, for water this time after which we had the 

necessary morning sustenance and off we went to our final destination, Houw Hoek.  We continued on the R62 

which became even more scenic and the mountain passes more spectacular and yes, the Putters’ A made it through 

all the mountain passes with aplomb.  We had a brief stop at Ronnie’s Sex Shop which is along the R62 where the 

ladies misbehaved and as tradition requires, hung a panty reflecting all their names on it in the rafters of the shop 

(just for the record, the panties did not belong to any of our ladies, it was an extra pair obtained especially for this 

event – wink wink, nudge nudge).  At Ronnie’s Sex shop we had our first liquid refreshment of the day (and is was 

still morning!!!); only one though.  To counter our liquid refreshment at Ronnie’s Sex shop, we stopped in Barrydale 

for an ice-cream (not everyone had ice-cream, you can draw your own conclusion).   Then down the spectacular 

Tradouw Mountain Pass to Swellendam and along the N2 to Houw Hoek. 

As required by the organisers, we first registered and as it goes at these events, you meet and greet all longstanding 

friends and acquaintances from the other Centres, which took quite a while.  This was a very jolly time and lots of 

memories and stories were shared, over a liquid refreshment or two of course.   When we eventually got to our 

accommodation, the festivities did not end as the PE group and closer friends from other centres joined us for a 

further catch-up at unit 67 (what happened at no. 67 stays at no 67!!!).  Jokes aside, it is always good to see friends 

and acquaintances and have a good natter at these events.   

In the evening we went to dinner and the formal festivities took off on a high note and further acquaintances were 

made and stories exchanged.  Then back to our accommodation which was very comfortable for most, excepting for 

the first night, with PRASA doing work with heavy noisy machinery until the early hours of the morning (you can just 

imagine Ronnie, no need to say anything more).  To top it all Ronnie’s complaints did not end there.  He was very 

unhappy that bright lights were shining into their room all night.  When we told him that he should also close the 

block-out curtains, he was adamant that there was nothing like that in their room.  Later in the day he sheepishly 

admitted that they “found” their block-out curtains and will most certainly close them to keep the light out.  Gladly 



the hotel also convinced PRASA to stop the work during sleeping hours, which then made our accommodation very 

comfortable.   

Wednesday 4 September was concours day.   There were some very fine-looking cars in immaculate condition 

parked on the grass fields of the hotel.  While not all cars entered for the judging events, they all could have, such 

was the condition of these cars.  It always amazes me to see how much effort the owners put into preparing these 

cars for such an event.  The PE Centre entered a few cars for the Tops Category, but did not come in the first three, 

still our cars looked very good amongst the winners.  

Ronnie entered for the driving tests and made us proud by coming third, well done Ronnie and Desire (yes, Desire 

played a large part in this event, it is not only driving skills, there were other skills required as well). 

Then came the D’Commique which we were all eagerly awaiting.  There were three entries for this event and we 

were made to understand by the Northerns Centre that they have gone to the next level for their skit, but alas, 

Northerns tried their best, but MGCCPE Centre smoked the cigar.  Congratulations to our participants, Ronnie, 

Desire, Tony, Sharleen and Dirk. The skit was based on a bank robbery by Bonnie and Clyde and enjoyed by the 

crowd if judged by the laughs and applause we received.  We posted a video of the skit on our Facebook page 

(MGCCPE) where you can view it.  A lot of fun was had in preparing and acting out the skit, well done team. 

In the evening the hosts treated us to a dinner/dance.  The PE Centre danced like no one is watching (that means we 

are not very good dancers, but thoroughly enjoyed showcasing our steps). 

The MGCCPE members looked very elegant on the Wednesday as we all wore our new club regalia shirts and jackets 

sporting our refreshed logo.  We received many compliments from other delegates for wearing our matching shirts 

and also for the refreshed logo (see the picture below).  

Thursday 5 September, the final day was a very scenic out drive to Franschoek over the Franschoek pass.  It was 

however not that simple.  It took on the guise of a poker game, by collecting playing cards at five stops and the 

highest hand wins the contest.   MGCCPE again excelled in this event with Thijs and Manny having the highest hand 

and being declared the winners (they also had good poker faces).   

The final evening event was a Masquerade Ball and we all wore masks representing a character.   As seen below in 

the photos, PE Centre participated well in the spirit of this event and went through a lot of effort to dress up for the 

occasion.  The music was good and the dance was again most enjoyable, especially after getting influenced by the 

liquid refreshments. 

To summarise, the event was very well organised by the Cape Town Centre and enjoyed by all.  Their attention to 

detail was impeccable. In all, PE Centre won four awards.  1. Best D’Commique, Ronnie, Desire, Sharleen, Dirk and 

Tony; 2.  Winners of the poker run, Thijs and Manny; 3. Winner of entry into most events at the Indaba, Ronnie; 4. 

Ronnie (and Desire) coming third in the Driving tests.  

And just like that, it was all over.  Friday 6 September, at breakfast it was saying our good byes to all our friends and 

acquaintances and we all dispersed in different directions for the next phase of the trip and on to home.  A round 

trip of 1 401 miles (including a little detour to Cape Town). 

During the trip many, in fact all of our members misbehaved somewhere along the line and had to now suffer the 

consequences.  At the September Noggin we did the necessary and informed the club members of the misbehavior 

and some “Straf Doppe” had to be consumed by the culprits.  Sharleen was duly been appointed as fines mistress: 

 Now for the naughty part; Straf Doppe – Indaba!!!!  

¶ Dirk and Sharleen:   

¶ Appointed the lead car, but Dirk’s navigation skills let him down.  He got lost 3 times before we even 

left PE.  He could not find the N2 from the Bay West Engen. 



¶ Dirk “threw his name away”…. twice – he lost his MG name badge; once at Ronnie’s Sex Shop and 

once on the lawns of Houw Hoek Hotel.  In both instances it was found by Northerns members and 

returned to him. 

¶ Suddenly the A had no brakes – guess what? No brake fluid!!! Ronnie to the rescue. 

¶ Forgot to put his legitimate number plates in the boot for the long drive – who does this in the Cape 

where traffic cops actually exist – apparently Dirk of course – has to test the system!! 

¶ Sharleen for flashing her boobs (note they were covered) at Ronnie during the Bonny and Clyde skit, 

saying that she has two 38s but forgot the gun. 

¶ And also for holding us all up while she got in and out of the very low A at a very slow rate. 

 

¶ Desire and Ronnie:   

¶ The first night at Joubertina Desire complained that she was kept awake by a cock (the crowing type 

that is).  

¶ The second night at Calitzdorp she complained that she was kept awake by a chirping cricket.  Ronnie 

found it the next morning and stepped on it, but alas, it was too late as we were leaving for our next 

destination.  The cricket didn’t stand a chance. 

¶ This is not where Desire and Ronnie’s complaints ended.  The third night they complained about bright 

lights shining into their hotel room.   We had to explain to them the next morning that they must use 

the block-out curtains as well.  After a lot of arguments that their room does not have block-out, they 

found it. 

¶ During the D’Commique Desire was so excited to touch Dirk’s gun!! I said gun!!! And nearly dislocated 

his shoulder in the process. 

¶ Ronnie for wearing a dress to the Gala dinner and took a ladies curly wig and put it on his head, not sure 

if he just wanted hair or his head was cold or maybe, just maybe he wanted it to go with his dress. (he 

was Casper, the friendly ghost, so don’t worry).   

¶ Ronnie doesn’t have a poker face, he got caught cheating during the poker run and his envelope was 

returned with “CHEAT” written across it. 

¶ And a special shout out for Ronnie for always being on hand to help when things go wrong, go wrong, 

go wrong!!! 

 

¶ Tony: 

¶ Shot his bolt – the one on the car’s suspension that is.  Got it fixed in Joubertina and was charged only 

for the labour, thank goodness. 

¶ Then complained about the water in his room being cold, so didn’t shower and used 48 hour deodorant 

but we could still smell him… the moral of the story; Turn on the Geyser Tony as per the sign on the 

wall!!! 

 

¶ Alan:   

¶ Arrived at the Indaba in a plastic.  Got his TC from Knysna to Segefield (all of 50km).  Water all over the 

place and could not continue.  Returned it to Knysna and continued in his plastic.  

 

¶ Graeme and Colleen:   

¶ We tried, but could not get any dirt on these two lovebirds.  So for always behaving and being “Oh so 

goody two shoes”. 

 

¶ Thijs & Manny 

¶ In the D’Elegance skit, Thijs, our self-professed “Mr. Bubbles Man” got stage fright and trembled so 

much that couldn’t get the bubbles bottle open.  Instead of loosening the wire cap he fastened it more 

and more.  So it was Manny to the rescue – now who is the “Bubbles hero”? 

 

¶ Chris & Mientjie:   



¶ Thanks for coming to see us off at the Engen Bay West, it was a nice surprise, BUT - arriving in an Alfa, 

really, to say cheers to the MGs???? 

 

¶ Next Indaba is organised by Jo’burg in 2026 so start saving now.  It will be a lot of fun like this one was. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On our way 
 

 
Rearing to go!!! 

 

 

 

 
En route 

 

 
1st casualty 



   

Die Kraaltjie (Joubertina) 
 

 
MMWCs (Main manne what count) 

 

 
Just a few refreshments (and an MG) 

 

 

 

 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ what you think!!! 

 

 
Is Desire driving Ronnie around the bend? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Just a beautiful MG sight 

 

En route to Calitzdorp 

 

 



 
Padstal stop in Oudtshoorn 

Our 

accommodation in Calitzdorp 

  

 
Only a few wine glasses were consumed 

 
That is what is called relaxing 

 
On the road again 

 
The boys and their toys at Ronnieôs shop 

 
Yes, our gals were also there 

 
Ronnie and his harem 

 

Houw Hoek 
 

 

 

 

 



 The 

elegant and beautiful Mannie and our own Mr 

Bubbles 

 

 

 
Two 38s (and no gun) 

 

 

 
Driving test 3

rd 

 

  
Tony starting his acting career 

 

 

 
And the winners areéé 

 

 

We did not place anywhere in rocker cover 

races, but it was fun 

 



 
At breakfast sporting our new club outfits 

Masquerade Ball and prize giving

 
All the MGCCPE Centre Winners!!! 

 

 



 
Winners Poker Run (Poker Face) 

 

 

 
Cecil Kimber Trophy for entry into most events at 

the Indaba 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Winners DôCommique 

 

 

 

A very excited Chairman 



 
No bubbles to open for the phantom 

 
Guess who??? 

 

Tony, appropriately attired for the Masquerade 
Ball  

 

 

 Alan, 
Dirk, Sharleen, the devil (yes it is Desire) and 

RonnieΧΧwearing a dress 

 

What an elegant άƎƻƻŘȅ ǘǿƻ ǎƘƻŜǎέ couple 

 

They were also there 

 

OK so there were some cars as well ς it was not all partying 



 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



September Events 

British Car Day hosted by EPVCC 15th September 

As always the club was well represented 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our perhaps something a little larger to take 

home if it fits in the garage. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 
 

    

 
 

 What about this 

beautiful motorcycle 

with the carbide lamps 

or the Austin racer? 

Or go for the E type 

Jaguar or better still split 

the difference and take 

the Sprite. 

 

 

 

Many thanks to the EPVCC for organizing a great day. There was 

lekker coffee or ice cream available. For lunch the kitchen 

produced a superb fish and chips. 

 

 

  



 

I am sure you recognise our member James  
Canepa and know  that he is greatly involved with 
the SAAF Museum. 

During the event James left the proceedings to 
attend the Battle of Britain commemoration 
service. 

“To them so few we owe so much” 

And to you James the club commends your 
dedication. 

  

Forthcoming Events 

 

Wednesday 2nd October                   Noggin at EPVCC  Fire ready 7.00pm 

Wednesday 16th October                   Midweek Run to Barnacles. Meet Prestons   at 11.30am 

Sunday 27th October                           Event  Lunch Gamtoos Ferry Hotel Meet Checkers Lorraine 11.00 

Wednesday 6th November                 Noggin  Bring and Braai 

Wednesday 13th November              Midweek Run to Elephant Walk Meet Checkers Lorraine at 11.30 

Sunday 24th November                      Breakfast Run to Zebra Lodge. Meet Checkers Lorraine at 8.30am 

Wednesday 4th December                 Final noggin of the year 

Sunday 15th December                       Christmas Lunch at German Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Who says a MG is not a “Chick Magnet”.  Above see our chairman taking two beautiful ladies to their 

matric dance. 

And while we are on the subject, not all beautiful 

ladies make it to their Indaba in Hoew Hoek. 

I know this as the editor’s beautiful lady fell at an 

early hurdle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For Sale 

 

The Late Peter Bosch’s 1970 MGTD is for sale. As you know Peter was an auto technician with an 

outstanding knowledge of MGs and he purchased the car in 1978. The necessary papers are up to date and 

the car is for sale at R200 000 or near offer. 

Contact Kathy Bosch on 079 223 6103 

 

 

 



 

Service Providers 

Service Provider and Address Telephone Email/Website Type of Service 

Ace Auto Electrical   3 Todd St 
North End P E 

0414842640  Good diagnostics 
(Paul Allen) 

Bearing Man  320 Kempston Road 
Holland Park P E 

0414537330   

Cableman, 303 Kempston Rd 
Sidwell PE 

0414536007 cablemanpe@ 
telkomsa.net 

Cables for speedos rev 
counters and 
Accelerator 

Cape Parts Distributors 11 
Paterson Rd  North End  PE 

0414871471  Brake & Clutch 
Hydraulic Components 
 

Chromeworks,(Peter Rist), 6A 
Sidwell Avenue Sidwell 

0414841533 
0828558628 

chromeworkspe@ 
yahoo.co.za 

Chroming (PETSCC  Member 

D N Automotive, 25 King Edward 
Street Newton Park PE 

0413641017 
Dave Heckroodt 

dnauto@lantic.net Service and repairs on 
modern MG’s(F & TF)Also 
Electronic diagnosis 

East Cape Clutch and Brake 17 Rundle Street Sidwell 0414511669 clutch and brake 
components fitment 

East Cape Mountings, 39 Rundlell 
St  Sidwell PE 

0414515968  Re- manufacture of engine 
mountings 

Edwards (John), 20 Murrel Cresc. 
Framesby PE 

0724444398  Retired autoelectrician 
Experience with classics 

Emgee Workshop 
Cameron or Paige 

0828220175 
071 938 8027 

 MG Spares 

Generator House, 5 Goldsmith St 
North End  PE 

0414845867 www.theauto.co.za/ 
generator-house 

Aubrey 
Autoelectrical Repairs 

Guscott’s Engine Rebuilders 55 
Kempston Road Sidwell. 

0413747300  Specific engineering work on 
engines of classic cars by Jeff 
Guscott 

Holden- Jones (Russell), MGCC 
Member 

0832566927 russellholdenjones@gmail 
.com 

Water pump and other 
components repair 

Industrial Rubber, 15 Richard 
Street sidwell 

0414534437/0837491876 peindrubber@telkomsa.net wide selection of rubber 
profiles 

Lokhose, (A & A Murphy), - MGCC 
Members,  18 Sutton Rd Sidwell 
PE 

0414532974 
0825683605 
 

 Hydraulics & Pneumatics 

Motor Mod  Fettes Road N End P E  Mechanical Modifications 

Nel’s Motor Trimmers, 21 
Hancock Street N End 

041484222 nelsmotorspe@gmail.com Upholsterer  

P E Hydraulics, 46 Sidwell Ave. , 
Sidwell P E  

041451 4332 rakesh@pehydraulics.co.za Hydraulics components  

Powerflow, Frank Street Newton 
Park P E  

0413655855 newtonpark@powerflowexhausts.com Stainless steel exhausts and  
repairs 

Pro Seals and Bearings,  2 
Commercial Centre 
Commercial Rd PE 

0414534678 sales@proseals.co.za Good selection of seals & 
Bearings 
Take sample 

Pro Tek Heads, 6 Hammond Street 
Sidwell 

0414539765  aluminium welding ie. 
Thermostat housing 

Ronnie Reed Clutch 75 Haupt Street Sidwell  041 4532227 brake and clutch 

The Sports Car Centre, 11 
Westmeath Rd 
Parkview  Jo’brg 

0116461631 
0114860021 

sportscar@mweb.co.za MG Parts 
Alan & Denise Uzell 

Tyler (George) 17 Gonubie St. 
Sherwood 

0829617601  Upholsterer  

Wheeltech, 31 Fettes Road N End 
P E  
 

0413733052  bushes etc  

Classic Car Windscreens  julien@classiccarwindscreens.co.za  

Pop’s Auto Shop 
 
 

0829012442 
041 0040349 

www.popsauto.co.za Vehicle Repair and 
Maintainance 
Club Member 

Instrument Technician 
Richard Grover 

011 8962627 
082 650 2079 

RichardGrover@me.com MGCC Northerns Member 
Ex Aero Instr. Technician 

A & B Differential & Gearbox 041 2050920 
0823896936 

 Diff & Gearbox repairs 

 
 


